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To the Chairman and Members of the Ogmore and Garw Urban District Council. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to submit for your consideration the 72nd report 
on the public health of the district, drawn up in accordance with Circular 
1/71 of the Welsh Office. The report contains an account of the work 
undertaken by the Health Department with information on vital statistics, 
services under the (1) Public Health Acts, (2) National Health Service 
Acts, 1946-68, (3) Food and Drugs Act 1955, (4) Factories Act 1961 and 
other information considered relevant to the health and welfare of the 
community. 


The estimated mid year population was 20,120 showing a decrease of 
70 on the estimated population for 1969. It is gratifying that this 
is the lowest estimated annual fall in population since 1963 and may be a 
Sign of some stabilisation in the populace. 


Changes in the structure of local government and decisions on 
principle in the Health Service are anticipated with some trepidation. 
The structure of the British system of democratic local government has 
evolved over many years and has included the control of health and welfare 
Since the appointment of the first Medical Officer of Health in Liverpool 
in 1847 (Dr. W.H. Duncan). The principle that has evolved is that each 
community caters for its own particular needs and the essence of the 
functions of the Medical Officer of Health has been to advise on matters 
affecting the health of this community. Accessibility has been one of 
the most important attributes of the Medical Officer of Health both to 
the Councillors and the electorate. Now the District Medical Officer 
of Health is almost certain to disappear with the creation of large areas 
of control. A gap will result which must ultimately affect the people. 
Control from a distance can only be impersonal and unsympathetic to the 
‘little’ man. Health problems will still be with us and the work of the 
M.O.H. will still need to be done. It would appear to be so essential 
to safeguard the health of the public at a local level that the District 
Medical Officer of Health, under whatever name, may need to be 're-invented! 
in the new administration. To quote a recent article in the District 
Medical Journal, "a public health doctor is somewhat akin to a lighthouse 
keeper. While he is there little is heard of him. If he is not there 
some spectacular wrecks could occur." 


The explosion of the pensionable population becomes more shattering 
every year. In the 1900's the proportion of pensionable people was 
1:21 and the problem of disposal of the frail, infirm aged was simple. 
It was only deemed necessary to provide a stark building, put in iron 
bedsteads and fill to capacity and over. All that was required was 
provision of shelter from the elements, clothing, food and custodians to 
cope with bed care. Standards of living outside were abysmal, so much so 
that the 'workhouse' could have seemed palatial to many and there were 
always workers available to provide the care needed. 


oe 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2016 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o2886895x 


At the present time the proportion of those people over 65 years 
is up to 1:5 and the standard of living incomparably higher for the 
general population. There is no specific apparatus or technique for 
"disposing" of people. There are no longer any "human warehouses" 
with elastic walls where people can be stored until death takes them. 
The statutory accommodation for the elderly is fast becoming intolerably 
insufficient. The implications are manifold. What is needed is a 
genuine desire to support people in difficulty. This, for many 
reasons, is becoming more scarce. Technical skill and professional 
expertise are not required as much as an adequate human understanding, 
basic common sense and a willingness to become involved and to accept 
responsibility. There is no blue print or pattern to follow, rather 
a groping forward across unknown territory. History has never had an 
equivalent situation, no civilisation has ever had an elderly ~ 
population of such magnitude. Housing, welfare and community services 
are not yet adequately or foresightedly geared. It is a matter of 
trying to enable many people, some not very well equipped, to live 
effective and fulfilling lives as independently as possible for a 
normal life span of some 75 to 80 years or more with all the difficulties 
this involves. The Biblical criterion of life as three score years and 
ten no longer applies. 


Housing is one factor which is important in the solution of the 
problem. It is gratifying that the Council has continued its 
programme of specially built units. The escalation of the problem 
should be sufficient warning that such buildings must continue. 
Consideration must be given, too, in the near future, to warden supervised 
accommodation for those old people whose disabilities preclude them from 
living in normal housing. Such accommodation is usually in the form 
of flatiets with a residential warden and a communication system between 
the rooms of the old people and that of the warden. This allows for 
supervision but, at the same time, the old people remain within the 
community and lead their own lives in their own accommodation and with 
their own furnishings about them. The burden on the statutory Welfare 
homes is relieved, for which reason, the County Council contribute 
towards the cost of such schemes. 


Another factor which helps in assessing the problem is the visiting 
of the elderly in their homes and at regular intervals. This must be 
the most rewarding activity undertaken by the Old Peoples’ Welfare 
Committees in each Valley. There are about 4,000 people over the age 
of 65 years within the Ogmore and Garw District. The majority of these 
need no help from voluntary or statutory workers. But 3% of 4,000 
gives 120 and such a number would require a fairly substantial 'staff" 
to keep in touch regularly. The health visitor, home help and home 
nursing service of Glamorgan County Council achieve a great deal in their 
personal visits. The "Meals on Wheels" scheme which is run by voluntary 
workers, in spite of periodic difficulties, keeps in touch with a 
proportion of old people. The visits are necessary fleeting but they 
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provide a valuable and regular link between those who receive 

the Service and the outside world. A small number of house bound 
elderly also receive chiropody treatment in their homes. Froma 
review of all these services, the general standard of care of the 
old people is good but there are a few who consign themselves to a 
life of virtual isolation. They seem to have no sense of belonging 
to the community which often leads to inertia, squalor and 
ultimately frailty. These are the types of whom is said "they'd 
be far better off in a home", But these people are generally 
suspicious and resistant to any help offered. They may, of course, 
be reported as needing care and attention and subject to compulsory 
removal under Section 47 of the National Assistance Act, but this 
is only a temporary expedient and it must be remembered that, 
however bare, primitiws and dirty the home may be, it is, and 
probably has been for many years, his or her home and private 
fortress. It is an infringement on personal liberty to take from 
a person the freedom to eat or not when he pleases, to lie in bed 
until noon or walk about in the middle of the night. Is it 
reasonable then to submit him to the regulated life of the ‘old 
peoples’ home’? Some, it is true, seem to take on a new lease of 
life in an institution but a high percentage of people committed 
against their will to a hospital or home languish and soon die. 

One should consider very gravely the consequences to a human life 
before proceeding. Our aim must be to maintain our older 
generation as active, interested and useful members of the community. 


"Some live dying, best to die living” 
Edward J. Stieglitz. 


I am, 
Your obedient Servant, 
Ho. Po EVANS, 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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GENERAL STATISTICS OF THE 


Area in Acres 

Estimated Mid Year Population 

Number of households as at 1961 Census 
Rateable Value (lst April, 1970) 
Product of a Penny Rate 


‘Rateable Value per head of Population 
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17,924 
20,120 
6,423 
£381,018 
£3379 
£18.94 
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SOCIAL CONDITIONS 


Unemployed = Numbers of unemployed in both sexes for 1949, 1969 and 
1970 and the average 5 year periods between 1950 and 1965. 


Total 


1949 
1950-54 
1959-99 
1960-64 

1969 

1970 


Registered Disabled Persons = Disabled Persons (Employment) Acts. 


There were 385 registered disabled persons within the 
Area in 1970 made up of 357 men and 28 women. This is a decrease 
of 4 on the number for 1969. 


As in previous years pneumoconiosis was the biggest 
Single cause of handicap although there was a decrease of 22 on the 
number for 1969. 


Disability Groups 
Total 


1) Amputations 

2) Arthritis, rheumatism etc. 
3) Heart complaints 

4) Pneumoconiosis 

5) Chronic Bronchitis 

6) Tuberculosis 

7) Blindness 

8) Mental disorders 

9) Epilepsy 

10) Others 
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For comparison the numbers of registered disabled in 1950, 1960 
and 1970 are listed below. 


_Female _—s_ Total _ 


1950 
1960 
1970 


Pneumoconioties and Silicoties on the Disabled Persons Register 
average of 5 year period 1951 = 1970 


1 1951-55 fe hegises 4. 1271 


1956-60 1966-70 = 115 
Collieries. 


At the end of March 1971, the number of men employed in 
collieries and washeries in the Ogmore and Garw Valleys was 


Ogmore Valley = 1,188 at collieries 
76 at washery 
8 at miscellaneous activities 
1,204 = Total oo oo 1,264 


Garw Valley - 1,444 at collieries 


32 at washery 
1, 7 = Total oo 2° 1,476 


N.C.B. Estates = 16 workmen 
16 = Total °° ome) 16 


TOPAL of oo | 2y7pe 


The following tables illustrates the fall in numbers of men 
employed in colliery work in each Valley from 1947 to 1970. An average 
number is recorded for the two year period 1947-48 and for the five 
year periods 1949-64. 


“947-48 
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Statistics of New Sickness benefit claims figures supplied by 
Ministry of Social Security. 


KEY | Ogmore Valley 
eecoeas Pontycymer 
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Total Claims - Ogmore Valley 3906 
Pontycymer 4966 


FE 


The January peak.in both areas is undoubtedly from the influenza 
epidemic of 1969/70. This is the second year that Pontycymer has 
exceeded Ogmore Valley in claims for sickness. From 1959-65 the 
figures recorded higher claims each year in Ogmore Valley. 
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Vital Statistics of Ogmore and Garw U.D.C. over the past 20 years 
with comparable rates for England & Wales 


___INFANT MORTALITY 
. i [Number 
| POPULATION | 


22,480 
22,990 
22,420 
22,340 
22,240 
22,240 
22,180 
22,070 
22,010 
21,920 
20,980 
21,050 
eat 
20,890 | 
20,800 

20,670 

20.490 

20,390 

20,190 

20,120 


{ STILLBIRTHS ae 
Rate/1000 Live 


_Births 


2909 
1907 


| 28,4 


32.0 
48.0 
19.0 


- 28.6 


20.0 
37 04 
3709 
2501 
2709 
14.3 
11.3 
11.4 
1504 
3300 
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12.0 
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23.0 
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23.0 
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22.0 
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18.1 
17.2 
16.3 
15.8 
1503 
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14.0 
13.0 
13.0 
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SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS, 1970. 
BIRTHS 


Live Births = Legitimate - 182 males; 182 females = Total 364 
Illegitimate = 17 males; 9 females = Total 26 
Total Births (Legitimate & Illegitimate) = 390 
Crude Birth rate per 1,000 population - 19.4 

(1969 = 16.3) 
Adjusted Birth rate per 1,000 population = 20.0 
(1969 = 16.8) 
Birth rate, England and Wales = 16.0 
(1969 = 16.3) 
Illegitimate births as percentage total live 
births = 7 (England and Wales - 8) 


Stillbirths = Legitimate = 3 males: 3 females = Total 6 

Illegitimate = O males; O females = Total O 

Total Stillbirths = 6 

Stillbirth rate per 1,000 Live and Stillbirths = 15 
(1969 = 12.0) 

Stillbirth rate, England and Wales = 13 

Total Births = Live and Stillbirths = 396 
(1969 = 334) 


DEATHS 


All Deaths = 175 Males; 130 Females = Total 305 

(1969 = 256) 

Crude Death Rate per 1,000 population = 15.2 
(1969 = 12.7) 

Adjusted Death Rate per 1,000 population = 18.4 
(1969 = 15.6) 

Death Rate for England and Wales = 11.7 
(1969 = 11.9) 


Infant Deaths = (Under 1 Year) 

Legitimate = 7 males; 6 females = Total 13 

Illegitimate = O males; O females = Total O 

Total Infant Deaths = 13 (1969 = 8) 

Infant Death Rate per 1,000 live births = 33 
(1969 = 24) 

Infant Death Rate, England and Wales = 18 
(1969 = 18) 
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Neonatal Deaths = (Under 4 weeks of age) 

Legitimate = 6 males; 4 females = Total 10 
Illegitimate = O males; O females = Total O 
Total number neonatal deaths = 10 

(1969 = 8) 
Rate per 1,000 total live births = 26 

(1969 = 24) 
Neonatal death rate, England and Wales = 12 


Early Neonatal Deaths = (Under 1 week of age) 
Legitimate 5 males; 2 females = Total 7 
Illegitimate = O males; O females = Total O 
Total number neonatal deaths = 7 
(1969 = 7) 
Rate per 1,000 total live births - 18 
(1969 = 21) 
Early Neonatal death rate, England and Wales = 11 


Perinatal Deaths = (Stillbirths and deaths under 1 week of age) 
Legitimate = 8 males; 5 females = Total 13 
Illegitimate = O males; O females = Total O 
Total perinatal deaths = 13 


(1969 = 11) 
Perinatal death rate per 1,000 total live and 
stillbirths = 33 (1969 -33) 


Perinataldeath rate, England and Wales = 23 


Maternal Mortality = 0 


"Crude" and "Adjusted" Rates 


The tables of vital statistics shows "adjusted" as well as "crude" 
birth and death rates. Rates of births and deaths can be 
considerably affected by the age, and to a slighter extent, by the 
sex constitution of the population concerned. The "crude" rates are, 
therefore, unsatisfactory as a measure of comparison of the birth and 
death rates between different authorities. A form of standardisation 
is therefore used to compile the "adjusted" rate for age and sex 
composition of the population. 
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STATISTICS FOR GLAMORGAN ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY i970 


\Estimated | Ratio of | DEATH RATE | Ratio of | INFANT DEATH | PERINATAL DEATH} STILLBIRTH 
!Population } | Adjusted | Per a, | Adjusted | RATE per 1000} RATE per 1000 RATE per 1000 
ation. | Rate to |. __ Pi __| Rate to | LIVEBIRTHS | LIVE & TOTAL BIRTHS 
Dp | i | National STILLBIRTHS 
t | i ee i cach 2 Se | | HE 2 
land & Wales 145,987,700} 1 ee ee 
Glen. County _ Se Ee Ee ae ae 
Urban Districts eo A6eO oe G20 


Rural Districts 
a. Aberdare ensc. 


Gelligaer U.D.C. _ 
Bridgend U.D.C. __ 
Maesteg Tense. 


Porthcawl U.D.C. _ 
Pen bont ReD.C. 
Neath M.Bo _ 

Neath R.D.Co_ cs 
Liantrisant R.D.C  __ 
Pontypridd Bep.c. 
Glyncorrwg UD. ee 


Barr} 
Cardiff RoDo e 
Cowbridge M.Bo _ 
Cowbridg o Sopot es, 


Liwchwr U.D. az 
Pontardawe Ro De Co 
Rhondda MoBo ae 


philly T.D.C- ae + = 
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Pbeculenis of Respiratory System 
Other Infective & Parasitic Diseases 
Malignant Neoplasm, Buccal Cavity Etc 
—_— Neoplasm, Oesophagus 
. Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach 
Malignant Neoplasm, Intestine 
Malignant Neoplasm, Lung , Bronchus 
Malignant Neoplasm, Breast 

Malignant Neoplasm, Prostate 
Leukaemia 

Other Maligant Neoplasms 

Diabetes Mellitus 
_— Disorders 

Meningitis 

Other Diseases of Nervous System 
Hypertensive Disease 

Ischaemic Heart Disease 

Other Forms of Heart Disease 
Cerebrovascular Disease 
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Other Diseases of Circulatory System 
Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis and Emphysema 

Nther Diseases of Respiratory System 
- Ulcer 

Appendicitis 

Intestinal Obstruction and Hernia 
Other Diseases of Digestive System 
Nephritis and Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia of Prostate 

Other Diseases, Genito-Urinary System 
Diseases of Musculo=-Skeletal System 
“ongenital Anomalies 

Birth Injury, Difficult Labour, Etc. 
Other Causes of Perinatal Mortality 
Motor Vehicie Accidents 

All Other Accidents 


Suicide and Self=Inflicted Injuries 


TOTAL ALL CAUSES 
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STILLBIRTHS DURING 1970. 


Date Sex Age Cause Place of Home 
Birth 
6/6/70 F 29 weeks ia) Macerated Bridgend Gen. Betws 
stillborn Hospital 
b) anteparteum 
haemorrhage 
11/6/70 F 35=36 la) Macerated Bridgend Gen. Nantymoel 
weeks foetus Hospital 
b) Pre-eclamptic 
toxaemia 
19/7/70 M 37 weeks ila) Macerated Bridgend Gen. Ogmore Vale 
stillborn Hospital 
b) Pre-eclamptic 
toxaemia 
24/9/70 ? 2? ? Bridgend Gen. Ogmore Vale 
Hospital 
25/11/70 M 4O weeks ? Bridgend Gen. Ogmore Vale 
Hospital 
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In 1968 Bridgend Hospital Maternity Department began accepting 
expectant mothers for 48 hour confinements. This has made a marked 
difference to the comparison between home and hospital confinements. 


Over the past five years the percentages have been as 
follows:-= . 


_Year__ % Home Confinements 


During 1970 there were 40 home confinements assigned to 
areas 


Ogmore Valley = 3 males; 9 female = Total 12 


Garw Valley = 9 male: 16 female = Total 25 
Evanstown .. = 4 female =- Total 3 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
(1) Tuberculosis. 


In the course of 1970 there were four new notifications of 
tuberculosis compared with three in 1969 and six in 1968. The 
four cases were 


1) a housewife aged 58 years (T.B. glands) 

2) a cabinet maker aged 40 years ) 

3) a retired miner aged 69 years ) T.B. Lungs 
4) a retired miner aged 62 years ) 


There was 1 death registered as due to tuberculosis during 
the year. This was a male aged 67 years. Sixteen males and four 
females were removed from the register of tuberculous patients. 
Their initial notifications varied between 6 and 14 years ago. 


At the end of the year, after death removals, cures, changes 
in diagnosis and transfers had been adjusted, there were 97 cases 
on the Tuberculosis register. These were made up as follows:-= 


Males Females 
Pulmonary ki 37 
Non=pulmonary 3 14 
Total oo aL 


It may be stated with comparative assurance that tuberculosis 
is no longer a disease to cause concern. The improvement has been 
gradual over the last thirty years. Many factors can be credited 
with the decline, not the least of which is improved living 
conditions. Other contributory factors are the eradication of 
tuberculosis in cattle (Glamorgan was declared a 'clear' area in 
1959), vaccination against the disease in the school leaving age 
group and more successful drug therapy. 


(2) Measles. 


The number of measles notifications in 1970 was 189 compared 
with 190 in 1969 and 220 in 1968. Measles vaccine has been available 
to all susceptible young children for three years but full use is 
by no means made of this protection. Measles can no longer be called 
a ‘killer’ disease but it can be very distressing and may have 
serious sequelae. It is hoped that health education will succeed in 
making the public more aware of what good may come from that fearsome 
thing ‘the needle’. The returns suggest that, so far, the message 
is not getting through. 
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(3) Infective Hepatitis, Commonly called Jaundice. 


This desease, although known for many centuries, first became 
notifiable in 1968 and proved to be a problem in 1969 with 133 
notifications. 1970 saw a reduction of notifications to 30. 


The disease is caused by a virus. Maximum incidence is 
usually in the winter months which suggests that spread is by : 
secretions from the nose and mouth, although there is evidence of 
spread by infected food during large epidemics. The incubation 
period is anything from 15 to 40 days, which make effective control 
difficult. The public should be made aware of the infective nature 
of the disease and the need for strict bygiene throughout. 


VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION. 


Vaccination against whooping cough, diphtheria, tetanus, 
poliomyelitis, measles and smallpox is carried out at all infant 
welfare clinics as well as by the General Practitioners service. 


It is now many years since we had notifications of diphtheria 
and poliomyelitis but in 1970 there was 1 whooping cough notification. 
However, these facts should not permit complacency about the need for 
continued vaccination and immunisation against infectious disease. 


The aim is to vaccinate about 85% of the child population to 
give community protection. Parents are constantly reminded that 
vaccination and immunisation are simple and harmless but it is 
difficult to convince people of a danger with which they are 
unfamiliar. Parents nowadays are too young to know the scourges of 
diphtheria, whooping cough and poliomyelitis and haye become 
apathetic. We continue to hope that persistent education will 
prevent them learning the dangers by personal experience. 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES DURING 1970 BY MONTHS 


Total | 
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MENTAL ILLNESS. 


There were 22 male and 42 female informal admissions and 9 male 
and 3 female compulsory admissions to Morgannwg Hospital during 1970. 
This is a disturbing rise over the number for 1969. It is not 
possible to assess how much readmissions contribute to the total 
number. 


CAUSES OF DEATH. 


The largest single cause of death in Ogmore and Garw Urban 
District was coronary heart disease which accounted for 53 male and 39 
female deaths. Of these 22 men and 4 women died before retirement age. 
There has been an increase in the percentage of deaths from this 
cause over the past twenty years. 


1951-55 = a deaths were 11.7% of all deaths. 
1966-70 = " a 27.1% i. tt " 


The increase in the percentage of deaths in women from the same 
cause is even more dramatic. 


1951-55 = Coronary deaths in women = 8.9 of all female deaths 
1966-70 = " rT) " 19 SB pkey 10 i" 


The causes of coronary disease are probably multiple and complex 
but smoking, lack of exercise and over=indulgence in food and alcoholic 
drink are, without doubt, important contributory factors. 


MALIGNANT DISEASE, 


The number of deathSascribed to malignant disease of all forms 
was 59, 35 males and 24 females. 42.4% of these were in people of 
pre=retirement age. The lung was the commonest site for cancer in 
men, causing 10 deaths, and the breast for women, causing 11 deaths. 


BRONCHITIS AND PNEUMONIA. 


There was a rise in the number of deaths from bronchitis from 
24 in 1969 to 35 in 1970. The majority of deaths from pneumonia 
were people aged 75 years and over. The influenza epidemic which 
reached the area in December 1969 carried over into the early months 
of 1970 causing 5 deaths. 
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ACCIDENTAL DEATHS 


There were 8 accidental deaths and one suicide during 1970. 
Details of these deaths are itemised. 


Date Sex Ag 


23/6/70 Aspiration of gastric contents 
15/7/70 Colliery accident 

18/7/70 Motor accident 

15/8/70 Accidental death from unknowmcause 
8/10/70 Colliery accident 

8/10/70 Colliery accident 

1/11/70 Drowning 

1/11/70 Drowning 


2/11/70 


Suicide by barbiturate poisoning 


1970 was certainly a "black’ year for accidents with 3 colliery 
accidents and the drowning of two young brothers. 
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GENERAL HEALTH AND WELFARE SERVICES, 


le provided by Glamorgan County Council. 


Services 


(a) Personal Health Services, administered by the Divisional 
Medical Officer, Divisional Health Offices, Quarella 
Road, Bridgend (Tel. 2515) 


Weekly Infant Welfare Clinics are provided at:-= 


Glanrhyd, Nantymoel. 

The Clinic, Park Avenue, Ogmore Vale. 
The Clinic, Betws. 

The Clinic, Alexandra Road, Pontycymer. 


Fortnightly Infant Welfare Clinics are provided at:-= 


Tabernacle Vestry, Blaengarw. 
Ambulance Hall, Llangeinor. 
Mission Hall, Blackmill. 
Welfare Hall, Lewistown. 
Bethanis Vestry, Evanstown. 


Fortnightly Ante=natal Clinics are provided at:= 


Glanrhyd, Nantymoel. 
The Clinic, Park Avenue, Ogmore Vale. 


Dental Clinics are provided at:= 


The Clinic, Park Avenue, Ogmore Vale. 
The Clinic, Alexandra Road, Pontycymer. 


In addition, the Health Department of the County Council 
provides the following services:= Health Visiting, 
Domiciliary Midwifery, Home Nursing, Ambulance, 
Chiropody, Home Help, Night Sitter and the School 
Health Service. 


(b) Welfare Services, administered by the Area Clerk, 
Area Welfare Office, CambrianHouse, Wyndham Street, 
Bridgend (Tel. 3534) 


Officers of the County Welfare Department give assistance 
and advice to those in need of hostel accommodation, 

the blind and the handicapped. There is one residential 
home for the aged in the area, Trem=y=Mor, Betws, with 
places for 14 men and 21 women. 
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(c) Children’s Department, administered by the Area 
Children’s Officer, Area Offices, Minerva Street, 
Bridgend (Tel. 2725) 


2e Hospital Services. 


The hospitals serving your area are controlled by the Welsh 
Hospital Board, Temple of Peace, Cathay's Park, Cardiff and 
administered by the Bro Morgannwg Hospital Management Committee, 
"Garthmor," Old Road, Neath (Tel. 3606). 


They ares= 


(a) Bridgend General Hospital, Quarella Road, Bridgend 
(Tel. 3341) (408 Acute Beds). 


(b) Blackmill Isolation Hospital, Blackmill (Tel. Ogmare 
Valley 207), (28 Infectious Diseases beds; 16 Precon- 
valescent Beds). 


(c) Maesgwyn Hospital, Bryncethin (Tel. Aberkenfig 371), 
(61 Geriatric Beds, Accommodation for 25 day patients). 


(d) Penyfai Hospital, Penyfai (Tel. Bridgend 3391), (120 
Mental Diseases Beds). 


(e) Glanrhyd Hospital, Bridgend (Tel. Bridgend 3391), 
780 Mental Diseases Beds). 


(f) Bridgend Chest Clinic, Nolton Street, Bridgend (Tel. 
2345) 0 


(g) V.D. Clinic, Oakwood Street, Port Talbot. 


Medical 


3. General 


These services are provided by the Glamorgan Executive Council, 
Churchill House, Churchill Way, Cardiff (Tel. 26216). 
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4, National Assistance Act, 1948. 


(a) Section 50 = Burial of the Dead. 
There were two burial arranged this year. 

(b) Section 31. 
This section allows for the products of a penny rate to 
be made available to Old=-Age Penioners' Associations 


in the area. The Council exercises this right. 


National Assistance (Amendment) Act, 


Meals on Wheels Service. 


50 1962. 


The service is operated by voluntary workers and up to 42 
two=course meals are distributed twice weekly in both the Ogmore 
and the Garw Valleys and a further twelve in Evanstown. 


In the Ogmore Valley the organisation was managed by the 
Meals on Wheels Committee (Secretary Mrs. M.A. Williams); and in the 
Garw Valley by the Meals on Wheels Committee (Chairman Mr. J. 
Lawrence and Secretary Mrs. LM. Maddock’ and in Evanstown by Mrs. Mo 
Williams and Mr. W.J. Davies. The day=to-day running of the service 
was carried out by Mrs. L. Luscombe in the Health Department, Brynmenyn. 
The meals are cooked in the Wyndham & Ffaldau Colliery Canteens, 
to the staffs of which our thanks are due. 


Our thanks are also due to the band of drivers and helpers who 
distributed the meals throughout the year on a voluntary basis. 
The service depends upon this praiseworthy effort by a small number 
of people and it is a tribute to them that on no occasion did any 
elderly person go without his or her meal. More volunteers are 
always needed however, and anyone interested in driving or helping 
should contact one of the Secretaries, or the Health Department, 
Council Offices, Brynmenyn. 


In April, 1971 the Council gave a tea to those involved in 
the Service at the Ambulance Hall, Pontycymer, to which the guests 
were welcomed by the Chairman of the Council, Councillor H.V. 
Chilcott. 
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SANITARY CONDITIONS OF THE AREA. 


Table No. 7 lists the inspections carried out by the Public 
Health Inspectors during the year. 


1 = Housing Complaints (Private) 2.0. coo coo 341 


2 =«'Housing Complaints (Council) ©... sco coe lll 


3 = Miscellaneous Complaints Sais Saal Sere 80 
4 = Public Health and Housing Boe MGS hai revt27 
5 eo Revisits oe De Jeeenaret 216 
6 = Improvement Grants Meee Theis, WOrRs 69 476 
7 - Offices, Shops & Railway Premises 000 o0° 159 
8 = Food Premises BReOrts Ha “uel e 295 
9 = Slaughterhouses was BM Sole TOs 22 
10 = Rent Act oo0 ooo ooo 2 
ll = Caravan Site 000 o00 ooo 30 
12 = Infestations - pceece eee Sis 80 
13 = Factories (Power) SOEs AM cts 4 
14 = Factories (Non Power) aio oss) | sce 2 
15 - Swimming Baths eco ce - coo 4h 
16 = Mortgages Beie axeeert Inet) 215 
17 = Drain Tests SQUALL LS RSs 45 
18 = Mobile Shops pitctea ee so 11 
19 = Water Supply ooo o00 o00 va 
20 = Miscellaneous some the prelwers cabs 
21 = Infectious Diseases oeetul icles Minto 3 
22 = Abandoned Cars co0 ooo oo° 125 
23 = Noise ooo 200 ooo 2 
Table 7. 
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Sewage Disposal. 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


Brynmenyn Sewage Works and Farm. 


The greater part of the sewage of your area, and also 
that from those parts of Gilfach Goch in the Llantrisant 
and Llantwit Fardre Rural District and the Rhondda 
Borough Council, is treated at the Brynmenyn Works and 
Farm. 


Examination of the effluent from the works has repeatedly 
shown it to have the characteristics of crude sewage 


‘and not in a satisfactory state to be discharged into the 


river Ogmore, and the Council has been urged by the 
Glamorgan River Authority to improve the works to 
Minimise river pollution. In view of the fact that the 
Penybont Main Sewerage Scheme is not likely to come 
into operation for a number of years, the Council in 
1967 commissioned Consultant Engineers and Chemists 

to draw up a plan for improving the effectiveness of 
the works and such a plan, costing about £62,000, has 
been submitted to the Council which would involve 
increasing the number of sedimentation tanks and sludge 
beds and improving the method of land treatment of the 
final effluent. 


However, the Council has not yet received approval to 
carry out these improvements, and the importance must 

be stressed again this year of proceeding as rapidly 

as possible with the removal, or at least the minimising 
of an undoubted health hazard. 


Shwt Sewage Works. 


The sewage works at Shwt are a more modern installation 
to serve the large number of houses built by the Council 
in Betws. It has some defects, chiefly as a result of 
the low level of the site, but the effluent has shown a 
consistently high level of purification. 


Betws Sewage Works. 


This small works was built to serve the prefabricated 
bungalows in East and West Side, Betws. These sites 
have now been redeveloped, as a result of which the 
volume of sewage requiring to be treated has increased 
greatly. Improvements to the works are planned in the 
near future to meet this extra demand. 
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(d) Bryngarw Caravan Site. 


The sewage from this site is treated in two small 
settlement tanks nearby. On account of their proximity 
to the site it is important that they are regularly 
desludged. 


(e) Liletty Brongu. 


This hamlet is still without adequate sewage disposal 
facilities despite the fact that provision has been made 

in the estimates for the work to be carried out for several 
years. The importance of early completion of the work 

is stressed again as it has been annually since 1966. 


26 Refuse Disposal. 


The main tip is at Lewistown and collections are made twice weekly 
in all parts of the district. A few houses and farms, however, are 
not served, usually because of their remoteness or inaccessibility. The 
Council has decided on a policy of issuing such households with paper 
sacks, and providing a receptacle in which they can be left for collection 
at the nearest point accessible to the refuse vehicles, 


The Lewistown tip is situated very near to two establishments 
where food is consumed and also to food shops and houses. It is 
important that the following rules for tipping as dene down by the 
Ministry of Health are complied with:= 


(i) Refuse to be deposited in layers not exceeding six feet 
in depth. 

(ii) All surfaces exposed to the air to be covered with nine 
inches of earth. 

(iii) Not more than 100 sq. yds. to be uncovered at any one 
time or for longer than 72 hours. 

(iv) Screens to be provided to prevent wind dispersal. 


To these may be added the importance in your area of preventing 
sheep from gaining access to the sites by adequate fencing, 
particularly as a result of the recent epidemic of Food and Mouth 
Disease and the lessons learned from it regarding the desirability 
of keeping susceptible animals from human refuse. 
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It is clear that the maintenance of the tips in this manner 
requires the constant services of a competent and conscientious 
caretaker supplied with adequate earth moving equipment. 


Le Water Supply. 


The bulk of the water supply to your area comes from upland 
sources, of which there are four in the Garw Valley, three in the 
Ogmore and three in the Dimbath. In dry weather the supply is 
supplemented when necessary from the Schwyll source. In 
addition there are three smaller scources = Cwmenant=-y-ci serving 
the Pantyrawel district, Glynogwr and Hendre Ifan Goch serving 
Evanstown. 


The Mid-Glamorgan Water Board is responsible for the supply 
and your Council is represented on the Board in conjunction with 
representatives of the other local authorities in the area. The 
Board samples all the sources at least fortnightly, anda 
satisfactory bacteriological report is the rule. Where a report is 
less than satisfactory an immediate investigation is carried out to 
determine the cause of the contamination, and the sample is repeated. 


Only one source, Cwm-nant=<y=ci, is considered to have plumbo-=- 
solvent action, and the supply is treated with soda-ash. Chemical 
analysis of water from this source during the year showed lead to 
be absent. The laying of lead pipes is prohibited by the Board's 
bye=laws. 


The fluoride content of the water is negligible, being in the 
neighbourhood of 0.04 parts per million. The Glamorgan County 
Council, as the local health authority for your area, has recorded 
a resolution in favour of fluoridation of water supplies in all parts 
of the country, in order that the population, especially the children, 
may enjoy the substantial benefits to dental health that adequate 
fluoridation (1.0 part per million) brings. 


It is hoped that fluoridation of the Schwyll source will be 
introduced next year, but unfortunately the bulk of the supply 
to your area coming as it does from small upland sources, will 
remain unfloridated in the foreseeable future. 


Sampling of the water supply was carried out on a small scale 
by the Health Department, with special attention being given to 
farms and houses not connected to the Board's supply. Where 
unsatisfactory results were obtained the consumers were informed 
and instructed how to improve the supply to prevent or minimise 
contamination. The results obtained were as follows:-= 
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WATER SAMPLES. 


Site 


Farm in Pontycymer 
Farm in Pontycymer 
House in Llangeinor 
House in Evanstown 
School in Llangeinor 
House in Ogmore Vale 
House in Evanstown 
House in Blackmill 
Llangeinor Baths Paddling Pool 
Bungalow in Blaengarw 
Bungalow in Blaengarw 
) Bungalow in Blaengarw 
Llangeinor Baths Paddling Pool 


Llangeinor Baths Paddling Pool 


Probable No. 


of Coliforms/ | 


100 


|Probable No. 


Remarks 


Unsatisfactory 


A] 


Satisfactory 
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Swimming Baths. 
(a) Llangeinor. 


The Llangeinor Swimming Baths came into use during 1968 and 
has already proved to be a great asset not only to the Garw 
Valley, but to a wide area of Mid-Glamorgan. They are 
situated in exceptionally attractive surroundings and the 
large windows enable these to be appreciated from within the 
building. 


The pool itself is 25 metres long, 36 feet wide and from 

3 feet to 8 feet 6 inches deep. It operates on the 
continuous flow method and the water is sand filtered and 
chlorinated manually and heated to a constant temperature 

of 78 F. All swimmers enter the pool by walking through a 
disinfectant foot bath. Regular bacteriological examination 
of samples taken from the pool gave satisfactory results in 
every case. : 


There is in addition an external circular paddling pool for 

young children. This also operates on the continuous flow 

method and the water is filtered and chlorinated in the main 
building. 


(b) Ogmore Vale. 


This bath was recently reconstructed and the water is 
adequately filtered and chlorinated. Regular sampling 
produced uniformly satisfactory results. 


Work carried out in Ogmore & Garw U.D.C. by Mid-Glamors 


gmore & Yarw Vv an Water 
Board. 


MAJOR DEVELOPMENT Glynogwr Water Supply Improvement Scheme 


This scheme (which included the provision 
of a booster pump at Glyn Llan) has enabled 
the Board to abandon the unsatisfactory 
Glynogwr Source, and make possible an 
improved supply to Glynogwr 


MAINS EXTENSIONS/ © Existing mains were extended to provide 


RENEWALS water services at = Ogwy Street/Park Street 
Flats, Nantymoel. 
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WATER TREATMENT = Effective soda=-ash treatment to prevent 
plumbo-solvency at the Nant-y=Ci source, 
Ogmore Vale was continued without 
interruption during 1970. 


Routine sampling of raw and treated waters 
for chemical and bacteriological analysis 
also continued throughout the year. 


Samples of water from the Garw Low Level 


source were also submitted for total beta 
activity analysis. 
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46.75 
40,19 
48,36 
48,92 
4469 
54.45 
LL 67 
43.70 
31.67 
38.18 
45,03 
41,56 
S3ce5 
43,89 
50.69 
45.27 
38.86 
42.11 
42.62 
48,76 
46.19 
49.36 
37265 
50.86 
43,28 
54.99 
48,45 
4494 
41.93 
52-64 
35.40 
39.03 
40.61 
47,98 
41,82 
52.46 
40.46 
Deal 
40,21 
35.18 
47.59 
4743 
51.18 
KL 33 
42.39 
53041 


ANNUAL 
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HARAN 

= 51.45 

= 43,96 

= 53041 

™ 61.36 

= 49,84 

= 56.04 

= 49.89 

= 50.12 
26045 33007 
35.94 46.91 
40.65 50.08 
3790 47.22 
39.65 RA S7L 
N/R 50.19 
bG.12  . 56216 
37.83 47.94 
34.76 41.34 
36.22 47.49 
39.74 48.20 
45.60 58.78 
47.36. 50.01 
4449 = 56.55 
3h25 he ah 
45.59 59.77 
38.82 48.72 
48.72 62.44 
46.69 56.92 
47.52 51.26 
39.59 48.81 
56.76 70.07 
37.65 45.59 
38.47 44,19 
41.20 49.98 
48.60 60.51 
41.90 50.96 
56.38 66.09 
41,36 50.59 
33.80 44,93 
35275 46.84 
Cys ioe ee lel 
44,83 56.72 
43,11 56.22 
47,04 61.25 
42,25 52.62 
38.60 45.86 
47.60 60.40 
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66.38 
53020 
72.09 
79089 
75093 
78.67 
74.67 
62.81 
48.81 
69.26 
73026 
58.07 
49,18 
67.54 
16053 
63.42 
51.47 
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69045 
66.53 
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55056 
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68.22 
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105.42 
64.03 
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79035 
86.19 
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91.24 
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63.43 
60.12 
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83.70 
64.68 
60.34 
80.23 
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RAINFALL RECORDS 
1970 


January 


February 


March 


April 


May 


June 


July 


August 


September 


October 


November 


December 


13.91 12.43 
11.22 9094 
Go5> 548 
941 8.15 
1526 098 
5009 4.5] 
7.005 744 
5.64 474 
7027 Gia70 
13 04% 10.49 
17.56 15.99 
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6. The °Rest’ Convalescent Home, Porthcawl. 

Ogmore & Garw U.D.C. contribute £300 annually to the ‘Rest’ 
Porthcawl to provide conV@lescence for residents of the area. The 
criterions used for allocation of a rest period are age or disability. 


The tariff in 1970 was £8/10/= per week during the season, and 
£5 per week from lst November = 3lst May. 


During 1970 the allocation was divided as follows;-= 


19 tickets at £5 (17 to Ogmores: 2 to Garw) £95. Os. Odo 
23 tickets at £8/10s. (17 to Garws 4 to Evanstown 
2 to Ogmore.) £195.10s. Odo 


TOTAL oo aa £290.10s. Odo 


Transport was sanctioned by the authority for groups of 7 or 
more visiting the ‘Rest’ during the same week. The 'old people’ 
were picked up at their homes or places very convenient to their 
homes and delivered back the following week. With the disability 
of age or handicap transporting luggage can prove an almost insur= 
mountable obstacle. For that reason the arrangements made have 
proved very successful and have been much appreciated by those 
taking part. 
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7s Housing. 


A further 14 new dwellings were completed by the Council during 
1970. 
com 


New Dwellings pleted by the Council dur 


Glenview, Blackmill 


Betws East Side 


Table 11. 


The large number of houses completed in the past few years 
have gone a long way towards relieving the housing shortage in your 
district, and have enabled many of the worst properties to be closed 
or demolished, either individually or as a result of clearance 
procedure. There are, however, a great many more houses, which, 
although not in such a poor condition as to be classified as unfit, 
are nevertheless deteriorating and require work beyond the financial 
resources or the inclination of the owners to save them. Often 
whole terraces of basically sound houses are in this condition, and, 
if properly improved, could provide good living accommodation for 
many years. It is essential that such terraces are tackled as a 
whole, not individually, so that the street retains a uniform and 
pleasing appearance, and the agency best suited for such large 
scale work is the local authority. A decision has already been 
made to carry out an improvement scheme on these lines on fifteen 
houses in Hill View, Pontycymer, providing them with a bathroom, 
internal W.C., a sink and a water heating system, as well as doing 
all necessary repairs. 


In this way accommodation can be obtained offering all modern ~ 
facilities at a very much smaller cost than that of building new 
houses, and at the same time improving the amenities of the 
area. It is hoped that this scheme will prove to be the 
forerunner of many in your area in the future. 
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Housing Statistics: 
Housing Inspections: 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(a) 


(e) 
(f) 


Total number of houses inspected 000 000 200 
Council Houses Bele 200 000 
Revisits ooo o°o°o ooo 


Public Health Acts: 


341 
ial 


216 


Number of houses in which defects were remedied after service 
of notice. 


(i) 
(ii) 


Houses beyond repair at 


after informal notice ooo ooo 00° 
after formal notice 000 ooo 200 


reasonable cost3 


Closing and Demolition Orders 000 o0°0 ooo 


Number of People displaced ooo O00 000 
Number of Closing and Demolition Orders 
revoked after being rendered fit 000 000 


Clearance Areas: 


Number of Clearance Areas declared Bae alo1o 


Houses unfit for human habitation o0° 00° 
Houses included by reason of bad arrangement . 
Number of People displaced 000 000 000 
improvement Areas: 000 ooo °0°0 


Improvement Grants: 


(i) 


Discretionary Grants: 
Owner/Occupied 


Number of dwellings 


improved 5 
Amounts Paid H2 5927.12 
Average grant per house £418.17 
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(i) Standard Grants: 


Number of dwellings 


improved 
Amounts Paid 


Average grant per house 


Owner/Occupied 


23 
£3,226.12 
£140.27 


IMPROVEMENT GRANTS IN 1970 


Ogmore Vale 200 000 
Betws 200 000 
Brynmenyn @00 00° 
Nantymoel 000 000 
Pontycymer 000 o00 
Pontyrhyl 000 000 
TOTAL 
Table 12. 
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8. Slaughterhouses. 
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There is one small slaughterhouse licensed in your area, and 
during the year 119 sheep and lambs and 1 pig were killed. 


The following table gives the details of animals inspected 
together with condemnations:= 
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Number Killed 
Number not inspected 


All diseases except Tuberculosis 


and Cysticercis 


Whole Carcases condemned 
Some part or organ condemned 


a 


Table 136 


, Inspection and Supervision of Food. 


Regular inspection is made of food shops, stalls and mobile shops 
in the District. During 1970, 293 such inspections:were made. There 
were no prosecutions under the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1960 
or the Food Hygiene (Markets, Stalls and Delivery Vehicles) Regulations, 
1966. 


The following unsound food was surrendered or condemned during the 
years-= 


cwto lbs. 


Meat at Slaughterhouses = 4 
Cooked Meat and Meat Products 2 8 
Canned Meats 1 50...) 
Other Canned Foods 9 54 
TOTAL ooo Il 2 


135 pkts. Frozen Vegetables; 175 pkts Frozen Fish 
88 pkts. " Meat Products; 79 pkts. " Cakes 
175 tins Meat; 7735 tins Other Food. 
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In addition the following 69 samples were taken by the County 


Sampling Officers:= 


Borax Ice Cream 
Baby Food Meat Products 
Butter Milk 


Cheese Spread 
Chocolate Drink 


Mince Meat 
Salad Cream 


Coffee & Chicory Soft Drinks 
Cooking Fat/Oil Soup 
Cream Syrup 


Curry Powder 
Fish Paste 
Fruit (Canned) 


Table Jelly 
Vegetables (Canned) 
Vinegar 
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PUP HPO Ere OOM 


Fruit (Dried) Vitamin Tablets 


Ice Cream. 


Twenty-seven samples of ice-cream were taken for bacteriological 
testing. The results according to the Methylene Blue Test were as 
follows:= 


Premises Mobiles 


Grade I (Satisfactory) 22 
Grade II (Fair) 4 = 
Grade III (Unsatisfactory) 1 
Grade IV (Very Unsatisfactory) = 


The Ice-cream Regulations do not require bacteriological 
testing, but the Methylene Blue Test is a useful guide to standards 
of hygiene in the preparation and distribution of ice-cream. 

The manufacturers whose products were shown to be unsatisfactory 
were informed to the fact and asked to improve their standards. 
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Milk. 


There are now no producers in your area licensed to sell 
unpasteurised milk under the Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 


1963. 


10. Offices, Sho 


ps and Rai 


1963. 


No new premises were registered under this Act in 1970. Forty 
seven premises in all received a general inspection during the year 
and a total of 160 visits were made by the Inspectors of the 


Department. 


The contraventions to the Act were as follows:= 


Section 4, 
Section 5. 
Section 6. 
Section 7. 
Section 8. 
Section 9. 
Section 10. 
Section ll. 
Section 12. 
Section 13. 
Section 14. 
Section 15. 
Section 16. 
Section 17. 
Section 24. 


Cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

Temperature 

Ventilation 

Lighting 

Sanitary Conveniences 
Washing Facilities 
Supply of Drinking Water. 
Clothing Accommodation 
Sitting Facilities 

Seats (Sedentary Workers) 
Eating Facilities 
Floors, Passages and Stairs 
Exposed Machinery 

First Aid 

Other Matters 


TOTAL oo 


No. of 
Contraventions 


Ne 


1Frehw 1 3 


[S| 


oo oo 


No prosecutions were instituted under the Act. 


1l. Sheep Trespass. 


Despite the efforts of the Council's Sheep Trespass Committee, 
straying sheep continue to create problems as they do in many 


other valley areas of South Wales. 


Se 


These animals can always be 
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found wandering the valley roads, a hazard to road users. They 
foul the footpaths, overturn dustbins and defy the efforts of the 
Council to keep the streets and lanes clean. Damage to gardens 
by the sheep gives rise to justifiable annoyance and undoubtedly 
deters many householders from cultivating their gardens, 


The danger to animal health should not be overlooked, as foot 
and mouth disease could arise from sheep coming in contact with 
infection on refuse tips. The incidents of hydatid cysts in sheep 
and cattle in valley areas is considerably higher than normal. 
There is also danger to human health, as man can also be affected 
with hydatid cysts. The wandering sheep is a significant link in 
the chain of these infections. 


The social and economic cost of straying sheep is a cost the 
community can ill afford. 


12, Rodent Control. 


A total of 370 premises were treated during the year, as listed 
below. Many of these required repeated visits, and in addition 
regular sewer treatment and inspections of refuse tips were 
undertaken. 


Mr. Emrys Pritchard, the Rodent Operative algo assisted in 
the general work of the department, and he carried out all his 
duties in a most thorough and conscientious manner. 


Premises treated for Rodent and Insect Pests during 1970:-— 


Reason for Treatment Number 
Rats ooo ooo ooo ooo ooo 249 
Mice ooo o°0°0 o0°0 o0°0 o00 38 
Cockroaches oo 200 000 200 ooo 30 
Ants o00 000 000 oo° 200 2 
Clover Mites . 000 o00 o00 o00 2 
Flies 000 2000 o00 0°00 200 3 
Moles ooo 000 ooo e200 e200 a: 
Wasps oo° ooo e00 000 ooo 2 
Bugs ooo ©°0° 20° 000 oo° 22 
Fleas 200 oo°0 o0°0 200 000 2 
Fumigating (Change of tenants) . ooo 9 
TOTAL. coo c0°0 000 370 
= 
Table 14 
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The Common Rat of tOW1 and countryside in the British Isles 
today is the brown rat which first came here from the Baltic region 
in the early part of the eighteenth century. It thrives because 
of three main features. 


1) it has large litters which are produced at very short 
intervals 

2) it will eat anything available 

3) it can live in almost any habitat provided there is some 
cover. 


The brown rat is called a commensal animal, that is, it lives 
in close association with another species = man, and derives 
considerable benefit from this association in the way of plentiful 
food and shelter. 


The chief reasons for classing the rat as a pest are that it 
eats and spoils food and that it carries a variety of diseases 
which may be serious, even fatal to man and to domestic animals. 


Since 1945 much research has been directed towards rat 
control. The word control should be emphasised, for complete 
eradication is probably out of the question with such a 
ubiquitous pest. One of the most important points in control is 
undoubtedly good hygiene, the tidying of areas and removal of 
junk heaps. Rats whose habitat is drastically altered will be 
forced to move out and so become more vulnerable to predators. 


Much of the time and money spent on rat control is offset 
by the carelessness of ordinary people who are unaware of the 
dangers of rats and who provide conditions whereby rats can breed. 
Food spillage and untidyness in back gardens contribute to the 
problem. There is no evidence to date that the rats in this 
area are becoming resistant to anti-coagulant poisons but this 
Situation could change. 


The public must be made aware of the seriousness of 
harbouring an animal which many regard merely as a nuisance, but 
which, in fact, may be a potential killer. 


Rodent control in Ogmore & Garw U.D.C. started in 1949. The 
following table indicates the number of treatments carried out for 
rats in 5 year periods from 1949 = 1968 and for 1969, 1970. 


1949-53 = 198 1964-68 = 241 
1954-58 = 221 1969 = 238 
1959-63 = 317 1970 = phe 
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13, Factories Act, 1961. 


(1) Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health (including 
inspections made by Public Health Inspectors). 


“y Number [ 


Saag | on | | Written] Occupiers 
oh Register | Inspections | Notices | Prosecuted 


nee ae pee 
(i) Factories in which Sec- | 
tions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 ! 
are to be enforced by 
Local Authorities ooo 12 4 = 
(ii) Factories not included | 
in (i) in which Section | 
7 is enforced by the | 
Local Authori ty 000 31 f 


U 
I) 
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(iii) Other Premises in which | 

Section 7 is enforced 

‘ by the Local Authority | ! 

(excluding out-workers’ | 
premises) ooo 1 = 
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2.  # Cases in which DEFECTS were found. 
(If defects are discovered at the premises on two, three or more 
separate occasions they should be reckoned as two, three or 
more "Cases"). 


Number of cases in which | Number of _ 
__defects were found  __—si{| ‘cases in 
Referred | which prose= 
| ToHoM.. By HoMe | cutions were 
Particulars | Remedied | Inspector Inspector | instituted 
(1) 


GGiie dluer Gh) ane 1509) tnr| one (6) 


Want of Cleanliness (S.1) 
Overcrowding (S.2) 
Unreasonable 
temperature (S.3) 
Inadequate 
ventilation (S.4) 
Ineffective drainage 
of floors (S.6) 
Sanitary 
Conveniences (S.7.) 
(a) Insufficient 
(b) Unsuitable or 
defective 
(c) Not separate for 
sexes 
Other offences against 
the Act (not including 
offences relating to 
Outwork) 


TOTAL 


Under PART VIII of the Act there were no outworkers. 


Tabie 15. 
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FIFTY YEARS AGO = 1920 
Medical Officer of Health = Dr. W.A. Murphy. 


The estimated populaticn of the District in 1920 was 31,411. 
Coal mining continued to be the chief industry of the area, employing 
some 90% of the male inhabitants. Comment was made that the chief 
industry, in spite of its hazardous nature, did not materially affect 
the death rate of the District. 


The birth rate at 30.2 per 1000 population showed an increase 
over thet for 1919 and, althoughthe death rate was also higher, there 
was a rise of 7] in the natural increase over the same figure for the 
previous year. Unfortunately there was a pronounced rise in the infant 
mortality to 108 per 1000 live births. Of the total 363 deaths in the 
year no less than 28 occurred before the age of 1 year. Added to 
this there were 44 stillbirths in the area. A report on investigations 
into the causes of the stillbirths presents some pathetic histories; 
after twelve pregnancies one woman was left with not one living child, 
most of her pregnancies ended is miscarriages. Another unfortunate 
carried nine pregnancies to full time only to lose all but one either 
by stillbirth or within the first few months of life. The need for an 
ante-natal clinic where advice could be given from the beginning of 
pregnancy and special treatment administered where necessary was very 
strongly stressed by the then M.0.H. 


Water supplies, particularly supplementary supplies were in 
danger of gross pollution because of inadequate preliminary treatment. 
However the powers and duties of the Water Companies were vested in the 
Mid-Glamorgan Water Board during the year and control was to be assumed 
on January ist, 1921. It was hoped that, under the Board's control, 
the quantity and quality of the water would improve throughout the 
District. Comment was made on the unsatisfactory closet accommodation 
in over 50% of households, and it was hoped that suitable flushing 
apparatus would be fitted to old, as well as new, buildings. The 
presence of unsightly and insanitary buckets and boxes of household 
refuse at the edges of the pavements was deplored and a plea was made 
for severe reprimand of those people fouling the rivers and streams 
with deposits of refuse. 


There were 404 notified cases of scarlet fever in the year, most 
of which occurred in Tynewydd Ward. Proceedings were taken against 
one parent for exposing her child whilst suffering from scarlet fever; 
she was fined £1. Of 48 cases of diphtheria, 9 resulted in death, 
Mainly in children under 5 years of age. The number of notifications 
of tuberculosis was 33, 19 of which were pulmonary. Measles and its 
complications was considered the most dangerous infectious disease 
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causing 17 deaths mostly in the Ogmore Area; it was not a notifiable 
disease in 1920. The prevalence of infectious diseases in the 
District was ascribed to overcrowded conditions in many homes and 
advice wes given on the need for ward accommodation for such cases 
at Blackmill Hospital. 


At the end of 1920 there were 6,320 houses in the District, 
5,920 of which were "suitable to accommodate the working classes." 
No new houses were erected during the year. Some 306 houses 
intended for occupaticn by one family were eccupied by two or more. 
This fact with the estimate on need of 6,000 to 7,000 more colliery 
workers prompted the Council to erect 500 houses at Liangeinor and 
Pantyrawel. Work commenced on the first 46 houses at Pantyrawel 
in June 1920 but none were completed due to scarcity of skilled 
labour. 


1920 was a wet year with a fall of 99 ins. of rain. The 
wettest months were December, January, April and July. 
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50 YEARS AGO 


Population 

Births (Birth rate/1000 Population) 

Deaths (Death rate/1000 Population) 

Excess Births over deaths 

Infant Deaths (Rate/1000 live births) 
Stillbirths (Rate/1000 total live & stillbirths) 
Illegitimate Births (as % of all live births) 
Deaths from tuberculosis (Rate/1000 Population) 
Deaths from cancer (Rate/1000 Population) 
Accidental Deaths (Rate/1000 Population) 
Organic Heart Disease (Rate/1000 Population) 


Caribrovascular Disease (Rate/1000 Population) 


Bronchitis & Pneumonia (Rate/1000 Population) 
Percentage dying before age 25 years 


Percentage dying before age 65 years 


1920 
31,411 
954 (30.3) 
Boo Kalla2) 
591 
103( 108) 
4K (44) 

DD Bo) 
19 (0.6) 
32 (1.02) 
15 (0.5) 
29 (0.9) 
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76 (2.4) 
54% 
83% 
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20,120 
390 (19.4) 
305 (15s2) 
85 

13,°(55) 

6 (15) 
26:-C7) 

Zz (0505) 
59 (2.9) 

9 (0.4) 

92 (4.6) 
41 (2.03) 


36 (1.8) 


50% 
35.01% 
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